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COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE REFORM AND PARTNERSHIP ACT – SB 1019
Dear Chairman Kane, Chairman Welch and Committee Members,

My name is Cheryl Sbarra.  I am the Senior Staff Attorney for the Massachusetts Association of Health Boards (MAHB).  MAHB is a not for profit membership association that provides technical assistance and legal education to boards of health throughout the Commonwealth.   I am submitting this testimony in support of the above-referenced bill.  
Historically, the purpose of zoning is to protect public health, safety and general welfare.  I respectfully submit that protection of public health has not been a goal of zoning laws for many decades in Massachusetts.  In fact, when local boards of health consider the public health impact of subdivisions, they are normally “instructed” to only consider how a proposed subdivision addresses water and sewer issues.  This limited review does not allow a municipality to look at the broad public health impact of proposed developments.
In many instances, when a municipality is reviewing its master plan, the public health impact is not addressed or considered at all.  I know of one instance when a board of health member asked to be a part of the planning process and told that the master planning process “had nothing do to with public health.”

This bill incorporates public health as a goal of zoning, consistent with the historical purpose of zoning.  I respectfully request that the Committee report this bill out favorably. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter; and if you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to call.

Very truly yours,

Cheryl Sbarra
