
February 5, 2007 
 
The Honorable Robert A. DeLeo 
Chairman, House Ways and Means Committee 
State House 
Boston, MA 02133 
 
Dear Chairman DeLeo: 
 
We are writing to respectfully advise you on a matter of great importance to the health and 
safety of our communities, workplaces, and environment.  We represent a broad spectrum 
of organizations and agencies working for a healthy Massachusetts. 
 
As you draft your budget recommendations, we urge you incorporate all of the FY06 
supplemental funding made available for the Department of Public Health in FY07 into the 
FY08 budget.  The DPH budget for FY07 is $513.6 million, compared to $434.7 million in 
FY06. Over half of the $78.9 million increase in this year’s budget for DPH is from 
supplemental appropriations that were made in FY06 to be spent in FY07, many part of 
the Chapter 58 health care reform.     
 
These supplemental appropriations made possible much needed, if partial, restorations for a wide 
range of valuable disease prevention and treatment programs, as well as critical improvements in 
our public health infrastructure.  It is essential to consider this funding part of the DPH base in 
order to avoid another de facto round of damaging program cuts in FY08. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of this recommendation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Geoffrey W. Wilkinson, MSW 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Public Health Association 
 
 
Karen McAlmon 
President 
Mass Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
  
John Benanti, MD, FACEP 
President 
Massachusetts College of Emergency Physicians 
 
Marc Hymovitz 
State Director for Govt. Relations and Advocacy 
American Cancer Society 
 
Marcy Goldstein-Gelb 
Executive Director 
MassCOSH 

John Auerbach 
Executive Director,  
Boston Public Health Commission 
President, Mass Public Health Association 
 
Beth Piknick, RN 
President 
Massachusetts Nurses Association 
 
Patricia A. Sereno, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
President 
Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians 
 
Diane M. Pickles 
Executive Director 
Tobacco Free Mass Coalition 
 
Marcia Benes 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Association of Health Boards 



 
Marie DeSisto, RN, MSN 
President 
Massachusetts School Nurse Organization 
 
Elizabeth Funk 
President/CEO  
Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Corporations of Massachusetts, Inc.  
 
Frank Singleton 
Director 
Lowell Health Department 
 
Leslie Tarr Laurie 
President/CEO 
Tapestry Health Care 
 
Liz Bewsee 
Board Member 
Arise for Social Justice (Springfield) 
 
Douglas Brooks 
Vice President 
JRI Health 
 
Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch 
Program Manager 
BOLD Teens (Dorchester) 
 
D. Rigney Cunningham 
Executive Director 
Hospice and Palliative Care Federation of MA 
 
Lynda Sampson and Lianne Cook 
Co-Chairs 
MA Family Planning Association 
 
Deb'orah Battles, M.Ed., Tribal Health 
Consultant 
Wampanoag Tribal Health Advisory Committee 
 
Joan Whitaker 
Director 
ABCD Health Services 
 
Lois Luniewicz, REHS/RS, CHO  
Health Agent 
Grafton Board of Health 

 
Susan H. Servais 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Health Council 
 
Susan Lovelace 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Alliance on Teen Pregnancy 
 
Thomas E. Gecewicz, CHO, MPA 
Director of Public Health 
City of New Bedford 
 
Sheldon H. Barr  
President and Chief Executive Officer  
Health Care of Southeastern Mass., Inc. 
 
Dorcas Grigg-Saito 
CEO 
Lowell Community Health Center 
 
Michael Mazloff 
Executive Director 
Health Awareness Services (Worcester) 
 
Steven J. Ward 
Director 
Watertown Health Department 
 
Joe Carleo 
Executive Director 
AIDS Housing Corporation 
 
Maryanne Frangules 
Executive Director 
Mass Organization for Addiction Recovery 
 
Lynne Graziano Morin 
Community Outreach Manager 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
Massachusetts Chapter 
 
Jeff Harness 
Director 
Western Mass Center for Healthy Communities 
 
Jean Zotter, JD 
Executive Director 
Boston Urban Asthma Coalition 



Karyn S. Lindsay 
President 
Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention 
(Nantucket) 
 
Marianne B. De Souza, R.D.H., M.S.,  
Tobacco Control Program Director, New 
Bedford Health Department 
 
Thomas Garvey, MD, JD  
Co-Chair, Medical Advisory Committee  
for the Elimination of Tuberculosis 
 
Mary Ann Hardenbergh 
Elder Health Advocate 
 
Dr. Catherine DeLorey 
Director 
Women's Health Institute 

Suzanne Cashman, ScD 
Associate Professor 
University of Massachusetts Medical School  
 
Laurie Stillman 
Public Health Advocate 
 
Drita Protopapa, MA, MPH 
Public Health Advocate 
 
Andrew Balder, MD 
Mason Square Neighborhood Health Center 
(Springfield) 
 
Henry East-Trou 
Executive Director 
Gandara Center (West Springfield) 

 


