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The Massachusetts Public Health Association (MPHA) greatly appreciates the opportunity to summarize our budget priorities for the Department of Public Health (DPH) in Fiscal Year 2009.  

MPHA is the state’s principal private nonprofit advocacy organization for public health.  MPHA works for a healthy Massachusetts by organizing and advocating for policies and programs that prevent illness and injury.  MPHA has a statewide membership of over 1,000 people, and maintains offices in Boston, Worcester, and Springfield.  In addition, MPHA provides staffing support for several coalitions, including the Alliance for a Healthy Tomorrow, the Collaborative for School Health, and the Coalition for Local Public Health.

The great expectations for public health in the Patrick administration are already being fulfilled, starting with the appointment of highly qualified professionals to senior positions, most notably Dr. JudyAnn Bigby as Secretary of Health and Human Services and John Auerbach as Commissioner of the Department of Public Health.  We also applaud the administration’s commitment to public health in the Fiscal Year 2008 budget, including new investments in tobacco control and immunizations, as well as prominence in Governor Patrick’s House 1 announcement.

Protecting the public’s health is universally recognized as a principal responsibility of government.  The public looks to government to ensure the health and safety of our communities, schools, and workplaces.  Moreover, public health can play a key role in Governor Patrick’s own priorities of educational attainment, economic development, and eliminating health disparities.  Healthy schools, safe workplaces, and a clean environment are essential for kids to learn and adults to work.  As such, we look forward to even greater achievements in disease prevention and health promotion.

The Commonwealth is in the midst of implementing landmark legislation to expand access to health care.  We can curb costs by investing in the prevention of chronic diseases, which account for 75 percent of medical expenses.  Public health programs save lives and money, reducing unnecessary hospitalizations, and keeping children in school and adults at work.  Increased funding is also necessary to strengthen the state’s public health infrastructure to prepare for predictable future problems, such as pandemic influenza, and to protect us from communicable and chronic diseases that are transmitted through air, water, food, and environmental exposures to toxins.

As the state’s umbrella organization for public health, MPHA champions the efforts of colleague organizations and coalition partners to boost investment in important public health programs, including AIDS/HIV, substance abuse, teen pregnancy prevention, suicide prevention, and other programs.
MPHA is also committed to supporting the revenue-raising necessary to invest in public health and other social programs, such as education and affordable housing.  As such, MPHA is active in a coalition that supports Governor Patrick’s proposals to close corporate tax loopholes and grant municipalities further options for raising revenue.

In addition, MPHA urges the administration to support dedicating additional funds from the tobacco settlement and tax to tobacco control and other public health programs.  Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in Massachusetts.  Smoking costs the Commonwealth $2.7 billion in annual health care and another $813 million in lost productivity.  Notwithstanding the FY08 increase in funding, Massachusetts is still spending well below the recommendation of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for tobacco control, at least $35 million.  Yet, approximately $700 million a year flows into the state treasury from the tobacco tax and the tobacco settlement.  This remains an under-utilized resource for preventing generations of children from getting hooked on tobacco.
MPHA plays a lead role in advocating for several public health programs that have broad important for public health.  Immunizations, School Health, and Environmental Health remain three of our key priorities.

Universal Immunization Program (4580-1000):  The Massachusetts universal distribution system is a significant reason why we lead the nation in pediatric immunization rates.  MPHA appreciates the administration’s support for adding new CDC-approved vaccines to the system.  Last year, funding for the rotavirus and MCV vaccines were included in the FY08 budget.  This year, we are advocating for inclusion of the HPV vaccine to prevent the devastation of cervical cancer in women.
School Health Services (4590-0250):  School health services, including nurses and school-based health centers, are part of our front-line defense against communicable disease, including influenza, and they provide primary access to health care for thousands of children with increasingly complex medical needs.  School health services were devastated during the last economic downturn, and even with modest restorations, funding for these programs is still well below FY01 levels.  

Environmental Health Services (4510-0600).   The Environmental Health division at DPH is a critical part of our public health infrastructure, providing basic support for local health boards and departments across the state.  The division is responsible for critical areas of public health, including food safety and indoor air quality, as well as community sanitation, lead control, protection of drinking water and beaches, response to chemical emergencies (like the Danvers explosion), radiation control, and other services.  Notwithstanding an increase in the FY08 budget, the line item is still below FY01 levels (inflation adjusted) and increased funding is still necessary.
MPHA is also supporting three new priorities: funding for local public health, community health workers, and youth violence prevention.

· Local health boards and departments play critical roles in keeping Massachusetts communities safe and healthy.  Their responsibilities are extremely broad, ranging from running immunization and health education programs to protecting our food and water supplies.  Yet, funding for already-stretched local public health is not keeping pace with growing expectations.  MPHA is advocating for direct state funding for local public health and for investing in DPH infrastructure for supporting local public health, including reopening the Office of Local Public Health.
· Community health workers (CHWs) are on the front lines of public health – improving access to health care, connecting people to essential services, and reducing health disparities based on race, ethnicity, gender, and class. Working for community health centers, hospitals and numerous other health and human services agencies, CHWs are a vital connection to vulnerable populations, the underserved, immigrants, and many others.  Yet, the invaluable work of community health workers is under-recognized, under-appreciated, and, perhaps most significantly, under-funded. 

· We applaud the legislature and the Patrick administration for its vision in including funding for youth violence prevention for the first time in the FY08 budget (4590-1506).  We believe that $2 million only begins to address this growing concern in communities across Massachusetts.
Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations.  Please contact us if you have any questions or would like further information.
Your Voice for Public Health














