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LEGISLATURE FINALIZES BILL TO CREATE A HEALTHIER FOOD SYSTEM
The Massachusetts Legislature finalized a bill today to create a state Food Policy Council to create a healthier food system for all, following a successful model used in several other states.  “This food system includes farmers, processors, retailers, and consumers, but all are facing challenges, whether it’s farmers who can’t stay on their land or low income consumers who can’t find healthy food that is affordable or in their neighborhoods,” said Valerie Bassett, Executive Director of the Massachusetts Public Health Association.  “This legislation will help us connect the dots to support healthier residents and a stronger economy.”
The Massachusetts Public Health Association can provide additional information, background, and interviews with representatives from public health, agriculture, and anti-hunger organizations.

“We have major health, economic, and environmental issues related to our food system,” said Representative Steven Kulik, the bill’s lead sponsor.  “A Massachusetts Food Policy Council can create lasting solutions that would be impossible for individual sectors of the food system to accomplish alone.”

Among the numerous impacts of our food system are the rising rates of obesity and related chronic diseases increasingly affecting adults and children in the Commonwealth.  Currently, more than one in four Massachusetts teenagers is overweight or obese, and the Commonwealth ranks 33d among states in childhood obesity rates.  Among adults, low income residents and residents of color are much more likely to be overweight or obese than other residents.  Poor access to healthy affordable foods in low income communities and communities of color is a major driver of this problem.

The Food Policy Council model has been used with great success in numerous other states, as well as in counties, regions, and municipalities across the country.   Results show that making it easier for people to buy and eat locally-grown fruits, vegetables, dairy, eggs, and meat provides significant economic development benefits.  In Connecticut, a council produced a statewide community food assessment, measuring the relative food security of each of the state’s 169 municipalities; in Iowa, the council leveraged private funds to promote buying local and helped modernize requirements for food assistance programs; and in Michigan the council is working to bring supermarkets to areas with no access to healthy foods.
The bill is now before Governor Patrick for his signature.  In addition to Kulik, Representative Linda Dorcena Forry and Senator Stephen Brewer were instrumental in the bill’s passage.

The legislation was supported by a wide variety of organizations across the food system, including the Massachusetts Public Health Association, American Farmland Trust, Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture, Federation of Massachusetts Farmers Markets, the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, the American Heart/American Stroke Association, Nuestras Raices (Holyoke), Project Bread - The Walk for Hunger, and the Worcester County Food Bank. 

###



�Action for Public Health















