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The Massachusetts Public Health Association strongly supports H. 2227 and urges the Public Health Committee’s favorable action on it.
The Massachusetts Public Health Association is a private, non-profit, non-partisan public health advocacy organization.  We are a membership organization that includes public health advocates from across the state including scientists, academics, community health workers and public and private sector public health professionals in a wide variety of specialties. We work for a healthy Massachusetts by promoting laws, policies, and programs that protect the health of our families, communities, and workplaces.  Our focus is on preventing disease and injury.
Particulate matter consists of tiny particles ranging in size from coarse to invisible to the naked eye.  Major sources of particulate matter include automobile exhausts and heavy rail diesel fumes. The negative health effects of breathing these particles are dramatic and alarming.  Particulate matter is associated with large increases in asthma, lung cancer and other chronic lung diseases, heart attacks and mortality.  
Children are particularly vulnerable.  Those who live, go to school or play near highways or train lines are particularly at-risk. They are far more likely to develop childhood asthma, which is a virtual epidemic in our inner city neighborhoods, and childhood cancers, as well as the heart and lung diseases that affect everyone.  Many of these children will never develop their full lung capacity.  Those who live in a polluted neighborhood and near a highway have a very high increased risk for these problems.
I live in Somerville and for 18 years I worked in Chelsea. In both places all you have to do is run your finger along the windowsill and see the soot.  That’s what we are breathing.  But more importantly, that’s what 3-month old infants are breathing; it’s what toddlers are breathing; it’s what Little Leaguers are breathing.  This is a human-made problem and we can do something to reverse it.  We can give those children a better shot at normal breathing.
The first step is passage of H. 2227.  It will map the distribution and concentration of particulate matter around high traffic roadways and rail lines, and evaluate the health risks for exposed populations. The Massachusetts Public Health Association urges you to issue a favorable report on this important legislation and to work for its passage.
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