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In 2008, Partners for a Healthier Community in Springfield hired the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission to review Zoning Ordinance Modernization Project language being proposed by the City Planning Department, through a public health lens.  Currently, in Springfield, there is no requirement for developers to go through a standard site plan review.   This is unusual for a community especially one this size.  The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission’s analysis was quite helpful both as a capacity building exercise and in providing recommendations to changes in zoning regulations to enhance the city's infrastructure to support healthy lifestyle habits. 

Over the past year, the public health community has been engaged with the city planning department staff, city councilors and developers in the area to negotiate the new language and bring a different perspective to "old school" planning and development practices.  One of the recommendations is to have required site plan review as well as a Master Plan. By having site plan review, things like parking would not just be “standard requirements” for every proposal, but rather take into account the neighborhood and design of a proposal being submitted. This would have a positive effect on ensuring that pedestrian bike amenities are included in new development, avoiding, mindfully, the continuation of car-centric planning and development. 

The proposed legislation at the State wide level would support the work that we are trying to do locally. By requiring that every city and town have a master plan – informed by community input – and that
local zoning codes align with those master plans.  By providing incentives to be a Partnership Community, each community would be more poised to create zoning practices and policies that are what the 21st century residents and neighborhoods need.  Live Well Springfield is completely in support of this legislation and hopes that it will be considered seriously.
