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Good afternoon Chairman Welch and Chairman Kane.  My name is Valerie Bassett, and I am the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Public Health Association. I’m here today representing the Act FRESH Campaign, an effort led by a Leadership Team of 15 organizations representing every region of the Commonwealth that is dedicated to creating healthier communities. On behalf of all of our organizations, I’d like to thank you for the opportunity to offer our support for the Comprehensive Land Use Reform and Partnership Act, Senate Bill 1019, sponsored by Senator Jamie Eldridge.  
The Act FRESH Campaign has prioritized this legislation as a top public health priority this session because zoning codes are the DNA of communities, and as such, they are absolutely essential elements of healthy communities.  

The very structure of our cities and towns is shaped by planning and zoning.  Poor planning and zoning too often allow – and even promote – sprawl, pollution, social isolation, and stunted economic development.  These things lead to poor health outcomes due to lack of physical activity, lack of access to healthy foods, exposure to environmental pollutants that can cause or exacerbate health conditions like asthma, as well as increased incidence of traffic-related injuries to motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians.  
Smarter zoning codes can help change this by promoting community features like walkable, bikeable neighborhoods, traffic calming, strong economic development, reduced pollution, conservation of open space, and improved access to healthy foods.  These are features that help make our communities healthy, inclusive, and prosperous.  These changes will benefit everyone, but will have the greatest impact on vulnerable populations, including kids, seniors, and people with disabilities.  
However, in order to move toward local zoning codes that promote long-term health benefits, we must first reform our state’s out-of-date zoning laws. This bill will help us do just that.  It will impact public health in three important ways.  I’m going to highlight each of these three points very briefly, and my colleagues who follow will say more about them. 
First, the bill requires communities to plan for health.  The legislation requires that every city and town have a master plan informed by community input and -- more importantly – requires that local zoning codes align with those master plans.  As the blueprint of a community, zoning should reflect strong planning to promote the kinds of community features that benefit good public health that I’ve just mentioned.

Second, the legislation provides support and resources for communities.  It accomplishes this by allocating state resources more effectively though the creation of a new Partnership Communities Program that will prioritize state funding and technical assistance for municipalities that adopt higher standards consistent with state health, environmental, housing, and economic development goals.  

Third, the bill provides new and improved tools for communities.  These include new tools to review subdivision plans and to encourage walkable, bikeable streets and areas for play and recreation, while seeking to conserve open space, as well as formalized guidelines for impact fees – fees that developers pay to cities and towns that can support public transit, sidewalks, bike paths, and parks.

This legislation provides the direction and the tools that our communities need to plan, zone, and design healthier places – and to therefore, to support healthier people.  Healthier people means that workers are more productive, kids spend more time in school, healthcare costs are reduced, and, most importantly, that the quality of life for Massachusetts residents improves.
Thank you.




�Action for a Healthy Massachusetts














PAGE  
1

