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Massachusetts Public Health Association

Examples of Past Internship Projects for Graduate and Undergraduate Students

Number and type of internships vary by semester.  Please send cover letter and resume with your interests and experience to mribble@mphaweb.org or inquire about availability.

Please note that internships are unpaid and generally require a minimum of 16/hours per week commitment.
The Massachusetts Public Health Association (MPHA) is a private, non-profit, statewide membership organization that promotes a healthy Massachusetts through advocacy, public education, community organizing, and coalition-building.  Our focus is on policies and programs that prevent illness, disease, and injury, particularly among those vulnerable to disparities in health status because of race, ethnicity, gender, age, and income.  To achieve our goals, we believe it is necessary to strengthen the voice of public health in Massachusetts by engaging new constituencies, broadening the understanding of public health, empowering communities, and developing new leadership.  

Established in 1879, MPHA is one of the largest and most effective state affiliates of the American Public Health Association. We are the preeminent public health education and advocacy organization in Massachusetts, with over 1,000 individual dues-paying members and 30 organizational members.  

MPHA is widely recognized for its advocacy, public education, and coalition leadership.  Our major successes have involved close work with other organizations, and our effective advocacy has been based on our ability to bring together diverse groups – from labor unions to community health centers – to collaborate effectively on common priorities.  We lead and provide staffing assistance to several statewide coalitions, including ones working on school health, the state’s public health budget, environmental health, and local public health infrastructure.

INTERNSHIP DESCRIPTIONS
· Statewide Wellness Policies Campaign Intern
MPHA is leading a statewide campaign to enhance equal access to healthy food and exercise.  Soaring rates of obesity and overweight are linked to the rise in diabetes, asthma, and other chronic health problems among children as well as adults. Environments that limit or create opportunities for good health are in large part shaped by public policies. This campaign aims to build public awareness, organized advocacy, and legislative campaigns to change policies known to improve community health.
We are using a combination of grassroots organizing, coalition building, Beacon Hill advocacy, media outreach, and Internet tools to pass legislation that will encourage sales of fresh locally grown foods to public schools, colleges and universities and improve the nutritional standards of school foods, among other strategies. The internship is for students interested in experiencing how public health initiatives become laws.  Among the tasks to be undertaken:

· Helping with logistics of building communication base for supporters of this agenda and of public health revenue building;
· Contacting legislators and organizations to build support for bills, and working with coalitions;
· Helping research evidence for effectiveness of varied policies and policy options;
· Helping to craft letters to the editor, telephone scripts for calls to legislators, and other materials;
· Media Intern




MPHA is developing the background information and infrastructure needed to strengthen our media communication. This includes a systematic media plan to communicate about public health policy issues and events in outlets around the state. This internship would work closely with the Director of Advocacy and Media to build these systems. 

Specific job responsibilities include:

· Gathering information on media outlets and developing contacts throughout the state;
· Helping to develop systems for tracking media stories on a daily basis
· Helping to develop a media plan for statewide campaigns
· Organizational Development Intern
The Event Planning and Communications Intern assists with planning and execution of MPHA’s spring fundraising event, as well as marketing and member communications. 

Specific job responsibilities include:
· Assist Membership and Development Coordinator with sponsorship and donor prospecting for MPHA’s annual spring fundraiser; 
· Provide support for event planning committee;

· Communicate with sponsors, donors, attendees, hotel staff and vendors;
· Assist with the preparation, assembly and distribution of event invitations and related mailings;

· Develop member communications, including email alerts, monthly updates;

· Identify and implement additional fundraising strategies around the annual event, such as a silent auction. 
· Public Health and Disparities in the Context of Health Reform: Research Intern
Eliminating disparities in health care for low income and racial/ethnic minority communities is a top priority for MPHA.  We are committed to helping identify and promote policy changes needed to ensure equality in health outcomes for the entire population. In the current context of health reform, MPHA is working to make sure that protection of public health outreach, prevention and other core functions are a part of the policy change discussions. Making sure that there are sustainable funding streams for community health workers and other public health providers is essential.
This internship will:

· Assist with research on emerging issues on the intersection of public health and health reform policy and funding changes;
· Track and summarize policy discussions in payment reform in particular;
· Participate in policy discussions and meetings as part of MPHA’s work with the Community Health Worker Initiative of Boston and assist the committee with research as needed.
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