Open Letter to Massachusetts Legislative Leaders
Community-Based Prevention is Essential to the Success of Payment Reform

Originally delivered: September 12, 2011; List of signers updated: December 2, 2011

Senate President Therese Murray
Speaker of the House Robert A. DelLeo
State House

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Senate President Murray and Speaker Deleo:

In the past several months, we have heard a growing chorus of leaders calling for the Commonwealth to move
forward with legislation to reform our system of health care payment. As you determine the next steps the
Massachusetts legislature will take to advance the health of our residents, the undersigned organizations and
individuals urge that as you move forward, you will enact legislation that ultimately promotes prevention and
wellness by integrating health promotion and the prevention of disease into the fundamental mechanisms of our
health care payment system. We urge you to seize this opportunity to make community-based prevention a
priority in the way that the Commonwealth pays for the health of our residents.

While the bulk of our health care system is dedicated to treating disease once residents seek out medical care,
primary prevention, especially community-based prevention, has the potential to provide the greatest cost savings
as well as the most equitable and robust health outcomes. For example, prevention focused on reducing the rates
of hypertension, diabetes, and associated complications could save Massachusetts $450.4 million per year within
5 years. (Ormond et al. Potential national and state medical care savings from primary disease prevention. American
Journal of Public Health. 2011;101(1):157.)

While there is increased emphasis on payment for clinically-based prevention, our current health care system does
not prioritize funding for community-based prevention; these programs have relied on outside public and private
sources of funding, which cannot sustain the growing needs for preventative care in our communities. We strongly
urge you to include specific funding for community-based prevention and public health in any payment reform
measure passed by the legislature this year. We commend Representative Lewis and Senator Chandler for
sponsoring H1498, An Act to Promote Prevention and Wellness Through a Public Health Trust, which provides a
direct stream of funding for community-based public health efforts through the health care payment system.

We request that you include a mechanism such as the one proposed in this legislation in any payment reform
measure that is passed in the House and Senate.

Such a focus on keeping residents of the Commonwealth healthy must be a cornerstone of meaningful health
system payment reform. It is imperative that we ensure that new funding will supplement, not supplant, our current
state investments in prevention and public health.

The opportunity that we have before us today — to enact comprehensive payment reform that emphasizes
prevention and wellness, instead of just disease treatment — may not come again for decades. Without adequate
funding for prevention, restructuring health care costs alone will not prevent these costs from continuing to rise as
we treat the growing burden of preventable disease.

Cc: Representative Brian Dempsey, House Committee on Ways and Means
Senator Stephen Brewer, Chair, Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Representative Steven Walsh, House Chair, Joint Committee on Healthcare Financing
Senator Richard Moore, Senate Chair, Joint Committee on Healthcare Financing
Representative Jeffrey Sdnchez, House Chair, Joint Committee on Public Health
Senator Susan Fargo, Senate Chair, Joint Committee on Public Health
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Signed,

Municipal Leaders

City of Boston

Thomas M Menino, Mayor

Dr. Barbara Ferrer, PhD, MPH, MEd, Executive Director,
Boston Public Health Commission

City of Fall River

William Flanagan, Mayor

Dr. Henry Vaillancourt, MD, MPH, Director, Fall River
Health Department

City of New Bedford

Scott W. Lang, Mayor

Marianne De Souza, Director of Public Health

Pauline Hamel, Coordinator, New Bedford Mass in Motion

City of Peabody
Michael Bonfanti, Mayor
Stephen Kalivas, Board of Health Member

City of Revere
Thomas Ambrosino, Mayor

City of Somerville
Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor

Town of Weymouth

Susan Kay, Mayor

Daniel McCormack, Director, Weymouth Health
Department

Valerie Sullivan, Coordinator Healthy Wey/Mass In Motion
Marilyn Frano, Substance Abuse Prevention Coordinator

Town of Winthrop
James McKenna, Town Manager

Eric Moore, Public Health Administrator

City of Woburn
Scott Galvin, Mayor

City of Worcester
Joseph O’Brien, Mayor

MA Association of Health Boards
Marcia Benes, Executive Director

MA Association of Public Health Nurses
Kitty Mahoney, President

MA Health Officers Association
Tom Carbone, President

Town of Acton Health Department
Doug Halley, Health Director

*For identification purposes only.

Town of Andover Health Division
Tom Carbone, Director of Public Health

Town of Dennis Health Department
Terence Hayes, Health Director

Town of Egremont
Sandra Martin, Health Agent

City of Gloucester Health Department
Chassea Robinson, Public Health Nurse

City of Lawrence Mayor's Health Task Force
Vilma Lora, Coordinator

City of Lowell Health Department
Frank Singleton, Director

City of Lynn Health Department
MaryAnn O’Connor, Director

Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea Board of Health
Betty Benn, Public Health Nurse

City of Melrose Health Department
Ruth Clay, Director

Town of Needham Health Department
Janice Berns, Director of Public Health

City of Newton Department of Health and Human Services
Dr. Dori Zaleznik, MD, Commissioner

Town of Norwood Health Department
Sigalle Reiss, Director

City of Springfield
Helen Caulton Harris, Director of Health and Human
Services

Town of Westford Health Department
Sandy Collins, Director of Health Services

Lou-Ann Clement
Director of Public Health, Town of Tewksbury Board of

Health*

Mary Ford
Former Mayor, City of Northampton*

Judith Giorgio
Health Agent, Town of Chatham Health Department*
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John McVeigh
Director of Public Health, Town of Randolph Board of
Health*

Dr. Leonard Morse, MD
Emeritus Commissioner of Public Health, City of Worcester

Amanda Stone

Director, Public Health Nursing Services, Town of
Mattapoisett Board of Health*

Tara Tradd

Health Inspector, Town of Cohasset Board of Health*

Business, Labor and Philanthropic Leaders

The Boston Foundation
Paul S. Grogan, President and CEO

City Bike Design
Dan Sorger, Owner

Greater Boston Hotel Employees/Local 26 Trust Funds
Noreen Burke, Executive Director and Chief Compliance

Officer

The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts
Janice Yost, President

Larson Ventures, Inc.
Jon Larson, President

William Gallagher Associates
Philip Edmundson, CEO

Celia Wcislo
Vice President, 1199SEIU*

Healthcare Leaders

American Academy of Pediatrics, Massachusetts Chapter
Dr. Gregory Hagan, MD, FAAP, President

Association for Behavioral Healthcare, Inc.
Vic DiGravio, President and CEO

Codman Square Health Center
Anthony Stankiewicz, Chief of Staff

Cooley Dickinson Hospital
Craig N. Melin, President and CEO

Dorchester House Multi-Service Center
Joel Abrams, CEO

*For identification purposes only.

DotWell
Karen van Unen, COO
Laura Santel, School Readiness Project Coordinator

Ethos
Dale Mitchell, Executive Director

Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers
James W. Hunt, Jr. President and CEO

Massachusetts Medical Society
Dr. Lynda Young, MD, President

Massachusetts School Nurse Organization
Maryalice Stamer, President

Tapestry Health
Leslie Laurie, President and CEO

VNA Care Network and Hospice
Maureen Sendrowski, Manager, Preventative Health

Dr. Carole Allen, MD
Pediatrician

Jeanne Allen, NP
Family Nurse Practitioner, Holyoke Health Center*

Dr. Myron Allukian, DDS, MPH
President, American Association for Community Dental
Programs*

Theresa Conk
Patient Navigator, Boston Medical Center*

Valerie Fleishman, MBA
Executive Director, New England Healthcare Institute*

Denise Frizzell
Director of Prevention and Enrichment Services, LUK, Inc.*

Melissa Gallagher, RD, LDN
Registered Dietitian, Children’s Hospital Boston*

Paul Goldberg, LICSW
Clinical Social Worker, Cambridge Primary Care Center,
Cambridge Health Alliance*

Bonnie Gorman, RN
Registered Nurse

Susan Hamilton, RN, MScN, PhD
Assistant Professor of Nursing, MGH Institute of Health

Professions*

Barbara Hedstrom, RN
School Nurse, North Andover*
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Debbie Howland, RN
Public Health Nurse*

Nancy Johndrow
Preventive Health Assistant, Harrington Preventive Health*

Dr. Paula Johnson, MD, MPH

Chief, Division of Women’s Health and Executive Director,
Connors Center for Women’s Health and Gender Biology,
Brigham and Women’s Hospital*; Associate Professor of
Medicine, Harvard Medical School*

Tom Kieffer
Executive Director, Southern Jamaica Plain Health Center*

Jon Liebman, MSN, MSPH
Nurse Practitioner; Director of HIV Services, Holyoke Health
Center*

Margaret Lovesky, RD, LDN
Registered Dietitian*

Dr. Kiame Mahaniah, MD
Associate Medical Director, Greater Lawrence Family
Health Center*

Louis Malzone
Executive Director, Massachusetts Coalition of Taft-Hartley
Funds*

Dr. Judith Ockene, PhD, MEd
UMass Medical School, Division of Preventive and
Behavioral Medicine*

Esther Onuoha, RN
School Nurse, Boston Public Schools*

Elizabeth Peppel
Coordinator of Community Outreach Wellness, Harrington
Hospital*

Sherry Petrucci, RN
Public Health Nurse, Town of Agawam*

Judith Styer, RN
Director of School Health Services,
Framingham Public Schools*

Claribel Santiago
Patient Navigator, Boston Medical Center*

John Savoia
Unit Manager/Coordinator of Case Management, Woods

Mullen Shelter, Boston Public Health Commission

Dr. Jeffrey Scavron, MD
Medical Director, Brightwood Health Center*

*For identification purposes only.

Lela Silverstein, LDN
Nutritionist, South End Community Health Center*

Barbara Skog, RN
Public Health Nurse, Boston Public Health Commission

Susan Sommer, NP
Nurse Practitioner, Children’s Hospital Boston, Community
Asthma Initiative*

Maryalice Stamer, RN
Director of School Health Services, Needham Public
Schools*

Nancy Turnbull
Harvard School of Public Health*

Beth Thomson, RN
Massachusetts School Nurse Association*

Debra Vescera, RN
Public Health Nurse, Harrington Hospital*

Cheryl Volpe, RN
Registered Nurse

Kelly Walker
Family Health Center of Worcester*

Dr. Toni Weintraub, MD
Preventive Medicine Physician, Health Resources in Action

Dr. Athena Xifaras, MD, MPH

Clinician, Center for Youth Wellness, Floating Hospital for
Children at Tufts Medical Center; Assistant Professor of
Pediatrics, Tufts University School of Medicine

Gary Zercher, LPN, COTA, EMT-Basic
US Army Reserve*

Community and Faith-Based Organizations

Action for Boston Community Development (ABCD)
Joan Whitaker, Director Health Services/Boston Family
Planning

African Community Health Initiatives
Elizabeth Metebaghafoh, Program Director

AIDS Action Committee
Rebecca Haag, President and CEO
Deborah Silva, Director of Public Policy

Alliance to Defend Health Care
Ann Malone, Community Health Nurse
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Allston Brighton Substance Abuse Task Force
Helen Connolly, Program Manager
Katie Krizman, Substance Abuse Counselor

American Cancer Society, New England Division

Marc Hymovitz, Director of Government Relations and

Advocacy

American Diabetes Association, Northeast
Stephen Habbe, Advocacy Director

American Lung Association in Massachusetts

Kathleen King, Director, Health Promotion & Public Policy

Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America, New England

Chapter
Elaine Rosenberg, Executive Director

Berkshire Area Health Education Center, Inc.
Timothy Diehl, Executive Director

Better Oral Health for Massachusetts Coalition
Catherine Hayes, Chair

Boston Alliance for Community Health
David Aronstein, Program Director

Boston Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and
Transgender Youth (BAGLY)

Grace Sterling Stowell, Executive Director

Building Our Lives Drug Free (BOLD) Coalition
Craig Gaspard, Staff Director

Burma Border Projects
Michael Forhan, Executive Director

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services
John O’Neill, Executive Director

Cape Care Coalition
Alec Ziss, Steering Committee

Catholic Charities of Worcester
Othello Dennis, Homeless Prevention Case Manager

Central MA Center for Healthy Communities
Vicente Sanabria, Director

Coalition Against Poverty
Melissa Gilbarg, Director

Coalition for Social Justice
Debra Fastino, Director

Codman Academy Charter Public School
Mbakwe Okafor, Wellness Director

*For identification purposes only.

Codman Square Neighborhood Council
Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch, Officer of Board

Common Pathways/CHNA 8, Worcester and Central MA
Clara Savage, Director

Dede Ketover Consulting
Dede Ketover, Principal

Disability Policy Consortium
Dennis Heaphy

Elm Park Children's Fund
Timothy O'Brien, President

Franklin County / North Quabbin Communities That Care
Coalition

Kat Allen, Co-Chair

Fun n’ FITchburg
Mary Giannetti, Coordinator

Groundwork Lawrence
Heather McMann, Executive Director

Groundwork Somerville
Jennifer Lawrence, Executive Director

Greater Boston Interfaith Organization
Rev. Hurmon Hamilton, President

Health Care for All
Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, Executive Director

Health Imperatives
Sheldon Barr, President and CEO

Health Resources in Action
Ray Considine, President

Healthy Roslindale Coalition
Steven Godfery, Director

Healthy Waltham
Judy Fallows, Director

Henry Lee Willis Community Center, Inc.
Carlton Watson, President & CEO

The Highlands Coalition of Lynn
Leslie Greenberg, Co-Chair

Institute for Health and Recovery
Norma Finkelstein, Executive Director

Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action
Sheila Dector, Executive Director
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LivableStreets Alliance
Steven Miller, Board of Directors

Lynn Health Task Force
Leslie Greenberg, Chair

Massachusetts Association of Community Development

Corporations
Allison Staton, Advocacy Director

Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers

Lisa Renee Holderby-Fox, Executive Director

Massachusetts Association for School-Based Health Care

Nancy Carpenter, Executive Director

Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition (MassBike)
David Watson, Executive Director

Massachusetts Board of Rabbis
Rabbi Allan Lehmann, President

Massachusetts Dietetic Association
Sally Vesty, Registered Dietitian
Candice Keith, Registered Dietitian

Massachusetts Health Council
Susan Servais, Executive Director

Massachusetts Healthy Communities System
Tami Gouveia, System Manager

Massachusetts Organization for Addiction Recovery
Maryanne Frangules, Executive Director

Massachusetts Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
Ellie Goldberg, M.Ed., Health and Safety Chair

Massachusetts Public Health Association
Valerie Bassett, Executive Director

Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition
Gunner Scott, Executive Director

Mental Health Legal Advisors Committee
Susan Fendell, Senior Attorney

Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Marc Draisen, Executive Director

Metrowest Regional Center for Healthy Communities
Emily Bhargava, Director

MPOWER
Florette Willis, Coordinator

New England AIDS Education and Training Center
Donna Gallagher, Principal Investigator/Director

*For identification purposes only.

North Shore Community Health Network
Margaret Sallade, Coordinator

North Shore Health Project
Susan Oleksiw, Executive Director

Northeast Center for Healthy Communities
James Ryan, Director

Oral Health Advocacy Taskforce
Kathy Eklund, Chair

Our Bodies Ourselves
Judy Norsigian, Executive Director

Partners for a Healthier Community/Live Well Springfield

Jessica Collins, Director, Special Initiatives

Project Bread — The Walk for Hunger
Ellen Parker, Executive Director

Public Policy Institute/ONE Massachusetts
Judy Meredith, Executive Director

Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services
John O’Neill, Executive Director

Dorchester Substance Abuse Coalition
Adelia Rocha, Coalition Coordinator

Tobacco Free Mass
Steven Shestakofsky, Executive Director

Tri-County Collaborative for Oral Health Excellence
Sheila Gagnon, Member

Voices for a Healthy SouthCoast
Nancy Bonnell, Co-Chair

Walk Boston
Wendy Landman, Executive Director

Western Mass Center for Healthy Communities
Jeff Harness, Director

Sarah Bankert, Prevention Specialist

Women’s Health Institute
Catherine Delorey, President

YWCA of Greater Lawrence
Vilma Lora, Co-Director of Women's Services
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Academic & Research Leaders

Public Health Programs, Tufts University School of
Medicine

Dr. Anthony Schlaff, MD, MPH, Masters in Public Health
Program Director

Dr. Paul Hattis, MD, JD, MPH, Associate Program Director

Dr. Craig Andrade, DrPH, RN
Associate Dean, Health & Wellness,
Director, Health Services, Wheaton College*

Micah Berman, JD
Assistant Professor, New England Law, Boston*

Susan Boland-Shepherd
UMass Medical Center, Worcester Graduate School of
Nursing*

Dr. Daniel Brooks, DSc, MPH
Associate Professor, Boston University School of Public
Health*

Dr. Suzanne Cashman, ScD
Professor, UMass Memorial Medical School*

Dr. Charlene Galarneau, PhD
Assistant Professor, Wellesley College*

Roberta Gianfortoni, MA
Harvard School of Public Health*

Dr. Karen Hacker, MD, MPH
Executive Director, Institute for Community Health*

Natalie Hagel
Assistant Professor, Tufts University School of Dental

Medicine*

Dr. Milton Kotelchuck, PhD, MPH

Senior Scientist in Maternal and Child Health, Mass General

Hospital for Children*

Stewart Landers, JD
Senior Consultant, John Snow, Inc.*

Dr. Charles Levenstein, PhD, MSOH
Professor Emeritus, UMass Lowell*

Ed Marakovitz, MSW
Boston College School of Social Work*

Michael McCormack, MS
Harvard School of Public Health*

Steven Miller

Executive Director, Healthy Weight Initiative, Harvard
School of Public Health*

*For identification purposes only.

Dr. Ruth Paris, PhD, MSW
Associate Professor, Boston University School of Social
Work*

Dr. Joseph Restuccia, DrPH, MPH

Professor of Health Care and Operations Management,
Boston University School of Management*

Dr. Rima Rudd, ScD, MSPH

Senior Lecturer, Harvard School of Public Health*

Helena Semerjian, MEd
Chair, Health Sciences Department, Worcester State
College*

Dr. Craig Slatin, ScD, MPH
Professor, UMass Lowell, Department of Community
Health and Sustainability*

Dr. Judith Steinberg, MD, MPH
Interim Director, Center for Health Policy and Research,

University of Massachusetts Medical School*

Dr. Joel Weissman, PhD

Associate Professor of Health Policy, MGH/Harvard Medical

School*

Dr. Walter Willett, MD, DrPH

Professor of Epidemiology and Nutrition, Dept of Nutrition,

Harvard School of Public Health*

Steve Wilson
Vice President, DMH Citizen Advisory Board*

Other Supporters

Rabbi Katy Allen
Brigham and Women's Hospital*
Wayland

Lauren Alongi
Wayland

Rabbi Joel Alter

JCDS, Boston's Jewish Community Day School, School Rabbi

and Assistant Head of School*
Brookline

Rabbi Sharon Anisfeld
Newton

Rabbi Stephen Arnold
Hingham

Melida Arredondo
Roslindale
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Charlotte Avant
Cambridge

Patricia Bebo
Brockton

Steven Belec
Boston

Rabbi Allison Berry
Temple Shalom*
Canton

Kate Bicego
Jamaica Plain

Ciranna Bird
Westborough

Shamina Burch
Chelsea

Diane Butkus
Boston

Crystal Carrington
Boston

Laura Cody McNaughton
Boston

Martin Cohen
Needham

Sandy Cohen
Brighton

Patricia Dao-Tran
Boston

Susie Davidson
Brookline

Amanda Decker

Coalition Coordinator, Middleboro Youth Advocates*

Marie DeSisto
Newton

Kirsten Doherty
Lowell

Kermit Dunkelberg

Ludlow Area Adult Learning Center*

Rabbi Joshua Elkin
Newton

*For identification purposes only.

Bonnie Engelhardt
Stoughton

Bracha Etengoff
Somerville

Paul Etkind
Milton

Barbara Fain
West Newton

Beth-Anne Farrow
Malden

Sophia Finfer
Boston

Ellen Fisher
Newton

Gina Fleury
Worcester

Ellen Freedman
Holliston

Elisa Friedman
Watertown

Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein
North Chemisford

Donnie Funch
Groton

William Gagnon
South Yarmouth

Rabbi Carol Glass
Newton

Rabbi Neal Gold
Temple Shir Tikva*
Natick

Ellie Goldberg, M.Ed.
Director, www.HealthyKids.info*
Newton

Rabbi Jonas Goldberg
Temple Sinai*
Swampscott

Norm Gorin
Wellesley
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Michael Goroff
Cambridge

Pamela Gossman
Weston

Janet Grant
Northampton

Richard Griffin
Cambridge

Lois Hall
Springfield

Jessica Hamilton
Jamaica Plain

Martha Heassler
Gloucester

Laura Held
Somerville

Lovelee Heller
Somerville

Karen Henry
Sharon

Laura Hillier
Amesbury

Carrie Howard
Greenfield

Paula Kaminow
Brookline

Ruth Karmelin-Bice
Stoughton

Susie Kaufman
Lenox

Amy Keenan
Gardner

Alice E. Kidder
Watertown

Rabbi Emma Kippley-Ogman
Congregation Kehillath Israel*
Brookline

Diane Knight
Amesbury

*For identification purposes only.

Rabbi Neil Kominsky
Brookline

Rabbi Ira Korinow
Temple Emanu-EI*
Haverhill

Divya Kosaraju
Brighton

Elizabeth Krans
Brimfield

Rabbi Jonathan Kraus
Beth El Temple Center*
Belmont

Amie LaBella
Melrose

Marsha Lazar
Newton

Donna Lazorik
Somerville

Rabbi Daniel Liben
Temple Israel of Natick*
Natick

Hillel Liebert
Upton

Jeanne Lin
Burlington

Rabbi Michael Luckens
Kerem Shalom*
Concord

Rabbi Audrey Marcus-Berkman
Shir Hadash Reconstructionist Havurah*
Auburndale

Richard Marino
Medford

Aleya Martin
Dorchester

Cory Mashburn
Cambridge

Nasim G. Memon
Watertown

Alice Miele
Boston
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Alice O'Connell
Dedham

Fredrik Oestberg
Webster

Fernando Perfas
Boston

Thomas Plant
Jamaica Plain

Bernard Plovnick
Brookline

Paulette Puleo
Salem

Rabbi Victor Reinstein
Nehar Shalom Community Synagogue*
Jamaica Plain

Betty Rots
Waltham

Gisela Rots
Somerville

Jacqueline Royce
Boston

Mark Salamon
Harwich

Peg Sallade
Coalition Coordinator, DanversCARES*

Kathryn Schmidt
Cambridge

Rabbi Rachel Schoenfeld
Congregation Shirat Hayam*

Allston

Lynn Shipley
Lynn

*For identification purposes only.

Rabbi Matthew Soffer
Temple Israel of Boston*
Boston

Christina Solomon
Brighton

Howard Spivak
Brookline

Jamie Stein
Program Coordinator, Substance Abuse Community

Coalition, Somerville*

Linda Sullivan
Lynn

Andrew Tibbs
Somerville

Keith Tornheim
Newton

Karen Tougas
Sutton

Carin Upstill

Project Manager, Health Communications and Research,

growURhealth Consulting™*

Francine Vidockler
Newton

Deborah Walker, EdD
Cambridge

Barbara Whitcomb
President, See A New Sun Foundation*

Charmaine White
Springfield

Beth Wheatley Dyson
Hanson
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