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Speaker biographies
Valerie Bassett is the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Public Health Association. Valerie has worked in public health and health policy for over ten years, with a focus on health equity, access to health care, and broadening public engagement in health policy advocacy.  Prior to coming to MPHA, she led Research and Policy at the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation. At the Boston Public Health Commission, she helped to create the Office of Intergovernmental Relations and Public Health Advocacy, the Public Health Management and Leadership Institute, and the Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health. She holds a B.A. from Brown University and an M.F.A. from Emerson College.

Senator Harriette L. Chandler is currently serving her fifth term after three terms in the Massachusetts House of Representatives from 1995-2001. She currently serves as the Assistant Vice-Chair of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, the Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee on Federal Stimulus Oversight, the Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs and is a member of the Joint Committee on Public Health. She serves on the Leadership Council of the Worcester County Regional Network, the Mayor's Advisory Committee on At-Risk Youth, the United Way of Central Massachusetts, and the Massachusetts Democratic State Committee. She represents the City of Worcester and the towns of Boylston, Berlin, Clinton, Holden, Northborough, Paxton, Princeton and West Boylston. Senator Chandler earned her BA from Wellesley College, her MBA from Simmons College, and her Ph.D. from Clark University.

Dr. Christina D. Economos, Ph.D., is the Associate Director of the John Hancock Research Center on Physical Activity, Nutrition, and Obesity Prevention, the New Balance Chair in Childhood Nutrition, and an Associate Professor at the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy and the School of Medicine, Tufts University. She is the principal investigator of multiple large-scale studies examining childhood nutrition and physical activity with the goal of inspiring behavior, policy, and environmental change to improve the health of America's children. The research interventions that she has led include Shape Up Somerville, EAT SMART, PLAY HARD, funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Dr. Economos currently serves on the Institute of Medicine's Committee on an Evidence Framework for Obesity Prevention Decision-Making. She received a BS from Boston University, an MS in Applied Physiology and Nutrition from Columbia University, and a Ph.D. in Nutrition Science from Tufts University.
Philip J. Edmundson is the Chairman and CEO of William Gallagher Associates, the largest independent insurance brokerage in New England. He serves as the Chairman of Affordable Care Today, a coalition of business, consumer, provider, and labor organizations working to increase health care access in Massachusetts, and is the Director and past President of the Insurance Library Association of Boston, a Trustee of the Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, a Director of the Progressive Business Leaders Network, and the former chairman of the Hingham Board of Selectmen. He received his B.S. from Amherst College, his MBA from Babson College, and his MPP from the Kennedy School at Harvard University.
Mary Giannetti is currently the Director of the Energy and Housing and Nutrition and Wellness Divisions at the Montachusett Opportunity Council, Inc, where she has been employed for the past 18 years. Giannetti is a Registered Dietitian with a BS from Simmons College and MS in nutrition from Mass General Hospital’s Institute of Health Professions. With funding from the MA  DPH, she has led a workplace wellness initiative, Fun ‘n FITchburg, at her agency and the City of Fitchburg. The initiative has grown from the workplace to the community funded through Mass in Motion and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation- with the goal to address obesity in the community through environmental, system and policy changes that increase access to healthy eating and active living.  

Representative Jason Lewis serves as the State Representative for the 31st Middlesex District representing the people of Stoneham and Winchester. He is the Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee on Public Health, and also serves on the Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight, Joint Committee on Community Development and Small Business, and Joint Committee on Children, Families, and Persons with Disabilities. Prior to entering public service, Jason began his career with McKinsey & Company, a global management consulting firm, before holding a number of senior management roles with RSA Security, a Bedford-based software company, and later was the Senior Vice President of Marketing at Endeca Technologies, a venture capital-backed software company in Cambridge. Jason serves on the Board of Trustees of the Winchester Foundation for Educational Excellence, and previously served on the Winchester Finance Committee and the Winchester Master Plan Steering Committee. Rep. Lewis received his BA and MBA from Harvard College.
Senator Richard T. Moore is now serving his seventh term in the Massachusetts Senate representing 14 communities in Southern Worcester County. He is the Senate Chair of the Legislature’s Joint Committee on Health Care Financing, the President of the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), co-chair of the NCSL’s Health Information Technology Champions (HITCh) Project, and is active member of the National Governor’s Association State e-Health Initiative – both aimed at encouraging the broader use of health information technology across the nation. Prior to his service in the Senate, Senator Moore was a three-term Hopedale selectman, nine term state representative, and a former Associate Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the Clinton Administration (1994-1996). He holds a BA from Clark University and an MA student personnel administration from Colgate University. 
Amy Whitcomb Slemmer, the Executive Director of Health Care for All, has more than twenty years of health policy and management experience. Previously, Ms. Slemmer served as the Executive Officer of Biomedical Services for the American Red Cross in Washington, DC, which is responsible for supplying nearly half of the nation’s blood supply.  As President of Slemmer & Associates Grassroots Advocacy, she provided advice and counsel to a diverse group of health care organizations. During her tenure as Executive Director of DC Vote, Ms. Slemmer gained recognition for her advocacy efforts on behalf of DC residents’ fight to gain full voting rights in Congress.  Ms. Slemmer has served as Legislative Counsel for the National Association of People with AIDS and as Director of Public Education for the Health Care Reform Project.  She began her health policy career as a member of Senator Edward M. Kennedy’s Health Staff. Ms. Slemmer received her BA from Wheaton College, earned a JD from Georgetown University Law Center, and is admitted to the Massachusetts Bar. 

Dr. Brenda C. Spillman, Ph.D., a health economist and senior fellow at the Urban Institute, has more than 20 years of experience developing and conducting research projects on health and long term care use and spending among the elderly and on the nonelderly uninsured.  Recent research has examined trends in elderly disability and implications for public and private spending, long term care financing, projected long term care use and costs, as well as primary prevention of diseases and conditions contributing to health and functional problems in old age. Prior to joining UI in 1998 she worked at what is now the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ).  She received her Ph.D. in economics from Syracuse University.

