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Summary of Food Trust Recommendations: PA, NY, IL, and NOLA

Purpose and Overview of Summary

This summary categorizes the 39 recommendations made by the Food Trust in PA, NY, IL, and NOLA into one of four areas and is a reference for Act FRESH leaders as they plan input into the Grocery Access Task Force draft recommendations.

Goal of Recommendations

The goal of the recommendations made by the Food Trust in all states is to protect the health of individuals through increased access to healthy, affordable foods.

The Recommendations 
.
· Economic support 
· Low-income, rural, and minority areas lack access to affordable healthy food due to the migration of supermarkets to the suburbs.

· States need to provide economic incentives to attract supermarkets and other fresh food retailers back to these areas.
· Develop a business financing program to provide monies (e.g. grants and loans) for supermarket development.
· Provide new, modify, and/or market existing public incentives to support new supermarket development
· In NY this includes incentives for “green” equipment, systems, and materials.
· Target new/updated economic development programs at the supermarket industry.

· Utilization of available strategies and resources
· Cities and states have numerous resources to attract supermarkets back into food desserts.  

· States and cities should utilize their available resources and strategies, to streamline supermarket development and make it desirable.
· Highlight unmet market demand and provide information to real estate developers and the supermarket industry.
· Give priority to assembling land for supermarket development and make city- and state-owned property available to industry.
· Streamline development processes, reduce regulatory barriers, and provide assistance to those opening supermarkets.
· NOLA and IL
· Expand/alter existing SNAP program to encourage fresh food purchasing.



· Promotion of public-private partnerships
· Industry leaders, local advocates, and policy makers need to work together to incite lasting change.

· States should create an advisory board consisting of a diverse group of leaders (e.g. from supermarket, financial, real estate, public health, etc) to oversee implementation and maintenance of the recommendations.

· New York
· Require projects receiving assistance to enroll in the Pride of NY to support farms in a 300 mile radius.
· Illinois
· Partner with community colleges and workforce investment boards to create/expand job training programs.
· Partner with security companies for safety assurance.
· NOLA 
· The council should continue to research barriers to health food access and advise the City Council.
· Partner with retailers for vocational training programs.


· Transportation development
· Lack of convenient transportation is a common issue in both urban and rural food deserts.  A large percentage of individuals nationwide do not live within 1 mile of a supermarket.  

· Develop city, regional, and state-wide transportation to supermarkets that is convenient and affordable.
· Pennsylvania and New York
· Conduct a needs assessment to identify transportation barriers.
· New Orleans
· Include grocery stores and farmer’s markets on this transportation.




