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The Massachusetts Public Health Association is a nonprofit organization that works to protect the health and safety of our communities, workplaces, and environment.

Public health is crucial for promoting educational attainment, eliminating health disparities, and reducing the rising costs of health care.  Public health programs save lives and money, reduce unnecessary hospitalizations, and keep children in school and adults at work.  Healthy schools, safe workplaces, and a clean environment are sound investments for a strong economy and Commonwealth.
As such, MPHA supports increased funding for a range of programs that prevent disease and promote health, including youth violence, immunizations, HIV/AIDS, tobacco control, and substance abuse, as well as the Department of Public Health’s Environmental Health Services, which is responsible for food safety, indoor air quality, and lead poisoning prevention.
We would like to briefly highlight MPHA’s top two budget priorities, School Health Services and closing corporate tax loopholes.
As a member of the School Health Collaborative, we join our colleagues in requesting an additional $3.3 million for the School Health Services line item.  School nurses and school-based health centers are on the front lines of eliminating health disparities by providing access to care and preventive services to all children.  The health challenges of children in school are increasingly complex, including diabetes, asthma, and severe allergies, and there has been a rise of social problems among our youth such as substance abuse, depression, and violence.  School health services help our children stay healthy and in school.

As a member of the Coalition for Tax Fairness, MPHA also supports closing corporate tax loopholes and investing the revenue in the health and well-being of our communities.  A comprehensive package of loophole closures will increase the fairness of our tax system, leveling the playing field for small business, while raising $500 million.  We are thankful for the growing consensus in support of closing these loopholes, but we join our coalition partners in urging that the money be used to fund health, education, and infrastructure programs that will improve our Commonwealth’s present and future.
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