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My name is Eric Weltman, and I’m the Deputy Director of Policy and Advocacy for the Massachusetts Public Health Association.  MPHA is a non-profit organization dedicated to expanding access to health care, preventing disease and injury, and ensuring the health of our communities, workplaces, and environment.

We appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of H. 2246 and S. 2201, “An Act to Require Environmentally Safe Alternatives to Harmful Cleaning Products.”  We would also like to thank Senator Wilkerson and Representative Smizik for their leadership in sponsoring this legislation.

As a society, we have an obligation to ensure that our schools, hospitals, day care centers, and public housing are safe havens for our children and the ill, as well as for those who work in these facilities – the workers who teach our children, tend to the sick, and cook and clean for them.

Unfortunately, a growing body of research demonstrates that both household and industrial cleaning products pose significant public health threats.  Chemicals contained in these products are being linked to asthma, reproductive harm, and other health problems.  Children and developing fetuses are particularly vulnerable to minute exposures to these substances.  Studies have also shown that cleaning workers are being sickened by the products that they use.

The good news is that safer alternatives exist and are being put to good use – right here in the State House, for example.  These safer alternatives should be used in schools, health care facilities, public housing, and other public facilities across the Commonwealth.

We urge the Public Health Committee to take favorable action on this common sense legislation.  Thank you for your consideration.

I would also like to take the opportunity to state MPHA’s support for S. 129, “An Act to Promote Healthy Communities and the Environment.”
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