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The Massachusetts Public Health Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated to expanding access to health care, preventing disease and injury, and ensuring the health of our communities, workplaces, and environment.  Our statewide membership consists of a range of health professionals, including doctors, nurses, and community health workers, as well as concerned citizens.  We appreciate the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of S. 703 and H. 1137.
The social and economic benefits of public health are well-documented.  Public health programs and policies save lives, reduce illness and injury, prevent costly medical expenses, and keep children in school and adults at work.  By these measures, increasing access to health care is a crucial component of public health.

It is both financially prudent and socially just to expand access to health care.  Enhancing the ability to obtain timely, affordable health care reduces expensive emergency room visits, lessens the drain on hospitals, and lowers the social and financial burden of lost work and school days.  Equally compelling is the moral imperative of providing health care to the thousands of Massachusetts residents lacking insurance.  Consequently, MPHA actively supports a broad number of policies that bring us closer to the goal of universal health care.

MPHA’s approach to health care reform is defined by two principles.  The first principle is that our current system, notwithstanding the laudable reforms currently being implemented, is failing the Commonwealth on several levels, and not just for those without insurance.  There are the people who are under-insured, and those who are paying too much for insurance.  There are the small businesses, large companies, and local governments struggling to cover their employees.  There are the people who have insurance now, but are just a pink slip away from losing it.  There are students, immigrants, and many others who are often forgotten or neglected by the current system.

The second principle is that health care is a right, and that it is our collective responsibility, as a society, to ensure that everyone enjoys this right.

A single-payer system fulfills these two principles.  A single-payer system is a viable means of providing health care to everyone – regardless of any factors such as employment status, income, family, or age.  It is a system that ensures continuity of care and access – patients choose and maintain relationships with their health care providers regardless of changes in circumstances.  A single-payer system will benefit all Massachusetts residents, replacing the inefficient patchwork of health care plans with a more efficient, comprehensive system that responds to needs and interests of patients. 
Thank you for your consideration of this important legislation.
Your Voice for Public Health














